
 
 

“So Big” by Edna Ferber is a novel published in 1924. The book was inspired by the 

life of Antje Paarlberg in the Dutch community of South Holland, Illinois, 

a Chicago suburb.   It offers a deep look into the dynamics of early 20th century 

America, exploring pressing and contemporary themes of poverty, Americanization, 

family strife, sexism, and success. With vivid descriptions of the daily life of the 

lower-class Dutch immigrant community this novel provides a unique perspective 

on a society that has long been forgotten. A tale of resilience, love, and the pursuit 

of happiness, So Big will leave readers thinking long after they finish the last page. 

The novel won the Pulitzer Prize in 1925. 

Save the following dates for the next two book club meetings: 

Monday, August 3: THERE THERE BY TOMMY ORANGE 

Monday, September 7: THE TRUE TRUE STORY OF RAJA THE 

GULLIBLE (AND HIS MOTHER) BY RABIH ALAMEDDINE 

RSVP to Jan Macy-Buescher (jmacybuescher@gmail.com) 

Come join fellow shareholders 

and their guests for a lively 

discussion and glass of wine. 

 3750 BOOK CLUB MEETING  

MONDAY, JULY 6, 2026 

7 O’CLOCK 

GRACE STREET LOBBY 
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