
BOOK CLUB FOR MONDAY, 1 DECEMBER 

 
Are you a fan of HBO’s series, “The Gilded Age”? If so, come join fellow shareholders and 
their guests and raise a glass of champagne in a “spirited” discussion of the real Mamie 
Fish, the true rival of Mrs. Astor: GLITZ, GLAM, AND A DAMN GOOD TIME: HOW MAMIE 
FISH, QUEEN OF THE GILDED AGE, PARTIED HER WAY TO POWER, by JENNIFER 
WRIGHT. 

Marion Graves Anthon Fish, known by the nicknames “Mamie” and “The Fun-Maker,” threw 
the most epic parties in American history. This Gilded Age icon brought it all: lavish décor; 
A-list invitees; booze; pranks; and large animal guests. Mamie Fish understood that people 
didn’t just need the formality of prior generations—they needed wit and whimsy. 

Make no mistake: Mamie Fish’s story is about so much more than partying . Readers will 
learn about how Fish and her friends shaped the line of history, exerting their influence on 
business, family relationships, and social change through elaborate social gatherings. In a 
time when women couldn’t even own property, let alone run for office, if women wanted 
any of the things men got outside the home—glory, money, attention, social networking, 
leadership roles—they had to do it by throwing a decadent soiree or charming a cotillion. 

MONDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2025, AT 7 PM, IN THE GRACE STREET LOBBY.  

Please RSVP to Todd Cannon, at toddcannon@comcast.net or 312 841-9795. 

SAVE THE FOLLOWING DATES FOR THE NEXT THREE BOOK CLUB MEETINGS;  

MONDAY, 5 JANUARY 2026: KAFKA ON THE SHORE, by HARUKI MURAKAMI. 

MONDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 2026: THE DOORMAN, by CHRIS PAVONE. 

MONDAY, 2 MARCH 2026: THE NINE: THE TRUE STORY OF A BAND OF WOMEN WHO 
SURVIVED THE WORST OF NAZI GERMANY, by GWEN STRAUSS. 


